
Elsie Council Minutes 

October 14, 2025 

 

 

 

President Jason Freeman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Members Present: President Jason Freeman; Council Members: Dorothy Ornelas, Mark Helt, 

Sam Frink, Joe Ondrusek and Kory Witt. 

 

Ex-Officios: Present: Village Manager/Police Chief Destinee Bryce, DPW Supervisor Chris 

Ormes. 

 

AGENDA CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS, OR DELETIONS: K. Witt motioned to approve the 

agenda, M. Helt seconded. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MINUTES:  

September 9, 2025, council minutes - D. Ornelas moved, K. Witt seconded.  

MOTION CARRIED 

September 9, 2025, closed session minutes – S. Frink motioned, K. Witt seconded.  

MOTION CARRIED 

September 16, 2025, public hearing council minutes – M. Helt motioned, J. Ondrusek seconded. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

INVOICES: K. Witt moved, S. Frink seconded to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$41,948.43. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

SPECIAL REPORTS: 

Clinton County Commissioner Nicole Fickes provided the council with an email with updates. 

The Board of Commissioners Budget Hearing is on October 14, 2025 at 6:00PM 

 

Hero Park and Scripture Brick Committee - Dorothy Ornelas gave an update. Dorothy submitted 

an article to the newspaper which was rewritten by the newspaper and missed key donors and 

volunteers who have given immense time and efforts into the Elsie Hero Park. Everyone who 

has donated and volunteered for the Elsie Hero Park is greatly appreciated. The article was 

mainly based on the Hero Park Car Show from August. Bricks are still in progress. Hoping to 

have all remaining engraved bricks back from Mid-Michigan Monument before winter. 

 

Elsie Park Update – Ed White gave an update on the Elsie Park. Painting on the third pickleball 

court is projected for the spring. The most recently donated poles will be installed soon. Nets will 

be taken down and stored before winter. Concerns were expressed locally about the park 

lighting after dark, and the electricity usage. The lights that are installed are energy efficient and 

will remain on a timer for security purposes. There are security concerns as vandalism has 

taken place. Two lights are on from dusk to dawn; the remaining 6 lights are on from dusk until 

about 9:30 PM. When the nets are removed before winter, the light timers can be adjusted as 

needed. 
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PRESIDENT: 

Village President Jason Freeman stated that there was no new president business for this 

meeting. 

 

 

CLERK/TREASURER REPORT: 

Steve Adair from the Woodhill group came out this month and printed off the checks, updated 

information in BS&A, and journalized bills. The Village of Elsie has a meeting with the 

Department of Treasury on Thursday October 16, 2025, at 2:00PM. The www.elsie.org website 

has been making progress with many updates. K. Witt motioned to approve the Clerk/Treasurer 

Report, J. Ondrusek seconded. MOTION APPROVED 

 

 

POLICE/CODE ENFORCEMENT: 

In September 2025, there were 31 calls for service. A total of 245 hours were worked at the 

Elsie Police Department. Police calls consisted of traffic enforcement, motor carrier 

enforcement, suspicious activity, family trouble, adult protective services complaint, and one 

community/school engagement. More information to come about Elsie’s recent request to assist 

with the implementation of safe movement and subject contact for several businesses and 

church congregations in the area. The Elsie Police Department will receive $250.00 from 

MCOLES for in-service training and supplements. One zoning application was approved for the 

month. K. Witt motioned to approve the police report, D. Ornelas seconded. MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

VILLAGE MANAGER: 

The next debt elimination plan report is due October 15, 2025. Next meeting with the 

Department of Treasury is October 16, 2025. Financial Distress Community grant semi-annual 

report has a deadline of October 30, 2025. Preparations for the intent to apply for the drinking 

water SRF program are underway. The BS&A upgrade went live September 29, 2025, and is 

much more efficient. K. Witt motioned to approve the village manager report, J. Ondrusek 

seconded. MOTION CARRIED 

 

Trick-or-treating hours to be set for Friday October 31, 2025, from 6:00PM until 7:30PM.  

K. Witt motioned to approve trick or treating hours, S. Frink seconded. MOTION APPROVED 

 

 

DPW REPORT: 

Meter upgrades are in progress. There have been ongoing issues with the lift station and we are 

awaiting replacement pump. Continuous equipment concerns. The Village of Elsie’s sampling 

cycle has been moved back to quarterly. K. Witt motioned to approve the DPW report, S. Frink 

seconded. MOTION APPROVED 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Village residents raised concerns about an abandoned property within the village limits.  

 

Fairfield Township resident inquired about a specific date and time of use of an Elsie Police 

vehicle. 

 

Chapin Township resident raised concerns about accuracy on calls for service reported via 

meeting minutes. 

 

Village resident inquiring about leaf pickup day in village. 

 

Fairfield township resident served legal paper to Village President Jason Freeman. 

 

Duplain Township resident made a statement about the process on public comment at other 

official meetings, and gave an update on the Elsie Dam project, which is suspended until spring 

bringing full push back on the Elsie Dam Project. 

 

Fairfield Township resident commented about the notice of change in demeanor for council 

members at the Village of Elsie council meetings. 

 

Village resident made a statement about the negativity in the room during council meetings and 

expressed his gratitude to the village council members and staff. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

K. Witt motioned to adjourn September 9, 2025 council meeting at 8:02 PM, S. Frink seconded. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Destinee Bryce                  Jason Freeman 

        Village Manager                  Village President 

        Chief of Police 


