Elsie Council Minutes
September 9, 2025

President Jason Freeman called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

Members Present: President Jason Freeman; Council Members: Dorothy Ornelas, Mark Helt,
Todd Carroll, Sam Frink, Joe Ondrusek and Kory Witt.

Ex-Officios: Present: Village Manager/Police Chief Destinee Bryce/DPW Supervisor Chris
Ormes is absent.

AGENDA CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS, OR DELETIONS: S. Frink motioned to approve the
agenda, K. Witt seconded. MOTION CARRIED.

MINUTES:
August 12, 2025, council meeting minutes D. Ornelas moved, K. Witt seconded. MOTION
CARRIED

INVOICES: M. Helt moved, T. Carroll seconded to approve payment of the bills in the amount of
$33,110.19. MOTION CARRIED.

SPECIAL REPORTS:

Clinton County Commissioner Nicole Fickes gave an update to the county residents about the
opioid crisis, a request from the Sheriff's Department to change correctional healthcare
providers that was approved, a budget meeting takes place on September 11th, and will be
worked on through October 2025.

Hero Park and Scripture Brick Committee - Dorothy Ornelas gave an update. The Hero Park
Car Show was enjoyed by many and the Elsie Hero Park was able to reach the $2,500.00
donation goal, which will be matched by Modern Workmen. The Hero Park Car Show 50/50
raffle raised $119.00. More bricks have been turned into Mike White at Mid Michigan Monument.

CAASA Update - Kory Witt gave an update. Clinton Area Ambulance Services has been
working on rewriting the articles, and they are currently working on updating the bylaws.

Elsie Park Update - Council gave an update on the Elsie Park pickleball court which is open and
has been made possible by donations, and Ed White’s hard work. The pickleball recreational
league events have been successful.

PRESIDENT:

Village Business Update- Village President Jason Freeman stated the village received a FOIA
request that has been denied due to the investigation and adjudication process under MCL
15.240 sec. 10. After 10 days, The Village of Elsie will respond to the appeal of the FOIA.
Village President Jason Freeman requested a motion to establish a committee for the village
ordinances to be rewritten. Ordinances are currently done through a company named
CivicPlus/Municode.
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Village President Jason Freeman requested a motion to go into closed session to discuss
purchase options for the real property at 140 West Maple Street Elsie, MI 48831. Since the
meeting was originally moved into the library due to exceeding capacity at the Duplain Township
Hall, the closed session took place at the Duplain Township Hall, K. Witt motioned, M. Helt
seconded. Roll call, all ayes. MOTION CARRIED.

Move pursuant to Section 8 (C) of the Open Meetings Act. Moved close session into the Duplain
Township Hall at 7:14 PM

Motion was made by K. Witt and seconded by M. Helt to go into open session at 7:55 PM.
MOTION CARRIED.

CLERK/TREASURER REPORT:

BS&A chart of accounts conversion and cloud implementation is going smoothly and should be
completed by October 2025. The Gateway Neptune device is ready to be implemented with the
BS&A conversion. This will allow the DPW to track leaks and read water usage through the new
smart meters. The State Treasury reports have shown significant improvement in financial
transparency. The treasury has encouraged the village to contact Michigan Municipal League to
assist with employee search for the Clerk/Treasurer position and instructions were given to
produce a quote for the cost, which could be reviewed by the treasury and that grant funding
could be considered. The Michigan Department of Treasury will be holding a webinar on
September 11, 2025 from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM, relating to critical accounting and financial
auditing for local governments to measure fiscal health and fiscal crisis as well as capital
expense. The public is encouraged to attend. T. Carroll motioned to accept the Clerk/Treasurer
report, K. Witt seconded. MOTION CARRIED.

POLICE/CODE ENFORCEMENT:

Police activity for August 2025 consisted of 38 calls for service. Calls consisted of traffic
enforcement, motor carrier enforcement, warrant arrest attempt pickup, adult protective services
complaint, and one property damage traffic report. Chief Bryce assisted with Run, Hide, Fight
training with Ovid Elsie School District faculty, presented by Dewitt Township Chief of Police
Matt Merony. The Elsie Police Department attended the National Night Out event, along with the
Hero Park Car Show where the Elsie Police Department’s classic Crown Victoria patrol car was
entered and earned a trophy. Two zoning applications were approved in August.

K. Witt motioned to approve the police report, D. Ornelas seconded. MOTION CARRIED

VILLAGE MANAGER:

Interim Finance Director Steve Adair, and Village Manager Destinee Bryce met with FD
Engineering regarding a proposal to assist with funding, planning, and completion for an intent
to apply for the drinking water SRF grant.The Village of Elsie is hosting a listening session on
September 18, 2025 at 6:00 PM, presented by the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation and Lansing Economic Area Partnership. The public is encouraged to attend. The
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Village of Elsie is looking into forming a Downtown Development Authority to bring more
businesses and people to Elsie.

The WoodHill Group advised the village that they should explore opportunities regarding street
lighting grants as keeping street lights on currently costs approximately $20,000 yearly.

USDA fiscal year end report is currently in progress regarding the sewer loan. K. Witt made a
motion to approve the Village Manager report, J. Ondrusek seconded. MOTION CARRIED.

DPW REPORT:

DPW Report was presented to the council in writing as DPW Supervisor Chris Ormes was
absent. September lagoon monitoring well sampling was completed and awaiting results. New
water meters are starting to arrive. Installations have started as of September 9, 2025, and
plans regarding scheduling for meter replacements for residence are in progress. Chris Ormes
has a meeting with Eagle Water on October 25, 2025, along with an onsite visit on October 17,
2025 which includes a sanitary survey that occurs every 3 years. Well number one was sampled
for S-O-C herbicides and results are pending. If the results come back “non detect” again, we
will be back on a 3-year sampling cycle instead of quarterly. Cemetery lot markers have arrived
and the DPW is currently working on mapping out section 13. A weed killer solution was applied
around the Elsie Park track. There are many issues with equipment that will need to be
addressed.

M. Helt motioned to approve the DPW report, S. Frink seconded. MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION STEPS:

At the last fire board meeting, the fire board offered the Village of Elsie $100,000 cash offer,
along with a $1.00 per year lease agreement offer for the property at 140 West Maple Street
Elsie, Ml 48831. The fire board has requested to have an exit strategy if a lease agreement is
negotiated, along with only being responsible for facility water after a water meter is placed on
the building. Village President Jason Freemen stated that the village does not charge for,
monitor, or keep track of water from the fire hydrants. T. Carroll made statements about the
hardship that the village faces. M. Helt motioned to remove the land contract option, and
presented only a $300,000.00 sale of the property at 140 West Maple Street Elsie, Ml 48831. S.
Frink seconded. MOTION CARRIED. Roll call; J. Freeman: aye, S. Frink: aye, K. Witt: abstain,
M. Helt: abstain, D. Ornelas: aye, T. Carroll: aye, J. Ondrusek: aye. MOTION CARRIED. K. Witt
made a motion for a lease option of $1,200.00 per month for 5 years, zero interest, and no
increase. After the debt elimination plan is complete, a new purchase price can be discussed.
The fire department would be allowed to stay month-to-month which offers an exit strategy with
a 90 day notice and forfeit of deposit on the fire department's behalf. D. Ornelas seconded.
MOTION CARRIED. Roll call; J. Freeman: aye, S. Frink: aye, K. Witt: abstain, M. Helt: abstain,
D. Ornelas: aye, T. Carroll: aye, J. Ondrusek: aye. MOTION CARRIED.

T. Carroll motioned to approve Clinton Area Ambulatory Services articles as written, S. Fink
seconded. MOTION CARRIED.Roll call, all ayes. MOTION CARRIED.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:
A Fairfield Township resident brought up FOIA request concerns and concerns about Elsie
Police Chief Destinee Bryce.

Three additional Fairfield Township residents raised concerns about Elsie Police Chief Destinee
Bryce.

An Elsie village resident asked about taxation and millages, and its relation to the fire
department.

An Elsie village resident inquired about the village office’s involvement in the Elsie Fall Festival
that will take place on October 4, 2025. Also raised concerns about the water meters, water
improvement plan, fire hydrant flushing schedule.

An Elsie village resident explained the length of water quality concerns.

Duplain Township Clerk Dawn Levey informed the community that the US Department of Fish
and Wildlife is at the Elsie Dam and they are relocating the snuffbox mussel, which is an
endangered species. This is part of the process to remove the dam.

An Elsie village resident asked questions relating to the village’s website.

An Elsie village resident inquired about the village’s newsletter.

An Elsie village resident spoke about recent situations pertaining to a property in the Village of
Elsie.

A Fairfield Township resident inquired about the salary of the Elsie Police Chief Destinee Bryce.

ADJOURNMENT:
M. Helt motioned to adjourn September 9, 2025 council meeting at 8:58 PM, S. Frink seconded.
MOTION CARRIED.

Destinee Bryce Jason Freeman
Village Manager Village President
Chief of Police



