
Elsie Council Minutes 

 February 11, 2025 
  

President: Jason Freeman called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

Members Present: President Jason Freeman; Council members: Joe Ondrusek, Dorothy Ornelas, Mark 

Helt, Todd Carroll, Kory Witt, and Sam Frink. 

 

Ex-Officios: Present: Interim manager Police Chief Bryce, Clerk/Treasurer Tiffany Evitts 

 

AGENDA: Kory Witt moved; Mark Helt seconded to accept the agenda as written. MOTION CARRIED 

 

MINUTES: January 21, 2025 meeting minutes with addition of the closed session minutes. Kory Witt 

moved; Joe Ondrusek seconded to approve January 21, 2025; Council Meeting Minutes. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

  
INVOICES: Kory Witt moved; Sam Frink seconded to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$46,068.95.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 

ACTION STEPS: 

1. Resolution 25-001 for vacation of street right-of-way.  

Todd Carroll motioned to approve; Kory Witt seconded motion; ROLLCALL. 

MOTION CARRIED 

2. Resolution 25-002 authorization for interim manager to execute sale of 100 Pine St & V/L W. 

Pine St, Elsie MI 48831.  

Todd Carroll motioned to approve; Kory Witt seconded motion; ROLLCALL.  

MOTION CARRIED 

3. Development & reimbursement agreement between Elsie Development LLC (developer) & the 

Elise Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (EBRA). 

Todd Carroll motioned to approve; Dorothy Ornelas seconded to approve pending review of 

village attorney. ROLLCALL. 

MOTION CARRIED 

4. Correction of re-zoned 100 W Pine St, Elsie MI 48831, Not R2, correction motion for R3. 

Kory Witt motioned to approve, Todd Carroll seconded, ROLLCALL.  

MOTION CARRIED 

5. Vacancy on the Zoning Board advised. Doug Stergis is in attendance of the meeting requesting 

consideration for the position. Kory Witt motioned to approve Doug Stergis for vacancy, Mark 

Helt seconded to approve.  

MOTION CARRIED 

 

SPECIAL REPORTS:  

1. Ken Harris provided an update regarding the old school building. Environmental crews are 

currently working on building for the next two to three weeks.  

2. CAAS – No recent meeting to report. 

3. EAFD - Meeting two weeks ago, working toward a new agreement.  

 

PRESIDENT:  

 

TREASURER:  

Kory Witt moved; Todd Carroll seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report. MOTION CARRIED.  



 

POLICE/CODE ENFORCEMENT: 

The Elsie Police Department conducted five traffic stops with a total of 1537 miles placed on patrol cars 

82 and 83; a total of 162 gallons of fuel utilized. Complaints have decreased from last month with a total 

of 54 calls for service and a total of 425 hours worked. Police activity for the month of January consisted 

of 911 hang ups, check subjects, traffic and motor carrier enforcement and one domestic.  

 

The Elsie Police Department assisted Chief Merony from Dewitt Township Police Department with a 

RUN HIDE FIGHT AV training for faculty of the Ovid Elsie School District.  

 

MCOLES annual registration was completed this month. 

 

Partnership with the Village of Maple Rapids continues to progress and is providing beneficial results. An 

upcoming additional certification for officers is scheduled for later next month. The Maple Rapids village 

council approved the training and cost.  

 

One zoning application has been requested in the R1 district of the village. Request made for Chris Ormes 

to join with current code enforcement Chief Bryce as zoning administrator. Kory Witt motioned to 

approve request; Todd Carroll seconded to approve.  

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Todd Carroll moved; Joe Ondrusek seconded to approve the Police Report as written.  

MOTION CARRIED.  

 

MANAGER: 

Current work with the Woodhill Group regarding the FY2026 draft position budget along with the five-

year projection that is also required by the State of Michigan. Information will be shared as soon as the 

process is completed. 

 

Act 51 monies and grant applications won’t be considered until after the village deficit elimination plan is 

turned into the State of Michigan. The corrective action plan is provided in February council packets.  

 

All investments have been dissolved as of January 2025, and expenditures regarding the village are frozen 

until further notice; only outstanding invoices will be paid.  

 

USDA Rural Development reviewed our 2-yr audit report for FY 23 and FY 24with financial analysis 

showing unsustainable. This means the village is not collecting enough in rates to adequately service the 

debt, pay operating expenses and fund the required services. 

 

MRWA are in the process of conducting the utility rate study, which is projected to be complete before 

March 31st, 2025, for the FY 25 budget.  

 

Request for additional resources for the potential of creating a Hero’s Park Committee as Jim Hyland 

suggested. This would be a committee providing fundraising and ideas for Hero’s Park as well as 

providing funding for the installation of additional bricks.  

 

Request to pay the Village of Elsie MML renewal due April 1st for a total of $27,439.00. 

Todd Carroll motioned to approve paying the MML bill. Kory Witt seconded motion.  

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 



Request to pay The Woodhill Grp November 2024 invoice of $5950.00. 

Mark Helt motioned to pay The Woodhill Grp: Kory Witt seconded motion.  

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Request to pay Shay & Associates/financial audit invoice of $5950.00. 

Joe Ondrusek moved to pay Shay & Associates; Mark Helt seconded motion.  

MOTION CARRIED 

  

Kory Witt moved; Sam Frink seconded to approve the Manager report as written.  

 

DPW REPORT:  

 

Kory Witt moved; Todd Carroll seconded to approve the DPW Report. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

COMMITTEE:  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

1. Tim Fair in attendance proved an update regarding the Brownfield development and DDA. 

2. Park updates regarding fundraising for repairs.  

3. Dawn Levey provided Duplain Township with the update of completion of another grant which 

will not include the bridge.  

4. Doug Stergis expressed concern regarding Hero Park brick, previously installed that is broken. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Kory Witt moved, Mark Helt seconded to adjourn the February 11, 2025, Council 

Meeting at 8:20 p.m. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

D. Bryce      Tiffany Evitts  

Village Interim Manager/Police Chief   Village Clerk  

 


